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of Defendant Toyota Motor Corporation, and is responsible for the manufacture,
distribution, and sale of all Toyota automobiles in the United States.

13. Defendant Toyota Motor Corporation (“Toyota-Japan™) is headquartered
in Japan. Toyota-Japan wholly owns and controls Toyota-USA and conducts
business in this District.

14.  Atallrelevant times, each defendant was acting as an agent or employee
of each of the other and was acting within the course or scope of the agency with
knowledge and consent of the other defendants. Each of the acts and omissions
complained of were made known to, and ratified by, each of the other defendants.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

15.  Toyota is the world’s largest manufacturer of vehicles, with net revenues
in 2009 of over 227 billion dollars.

16.  Beginning in the late 1990s, Toyota manufactured certain automobiles
with an Electronic Throttle Control system (“ETC”).

17. With the ETC system, the engine throttle is controlled by electronic
signals sent from the gas pedal to the engine throttle. A sensor at the accelerator
detects how far the gas pedal is pressed and transmits that information to a computer
module which controls a motorized engine throttle. The computer module determines
how far the accelerator is depressed and, in turn, tells the engine throttle motor how
far to open the throttle valve.

18.  Whenthe ETC system was introduced by Toyota, it continued to include
a mechanical linkage between the accelerator and the engine throttle control. This
was meant as a safety measure in the event of a sudden unintended acceleration. The
safety measure system would disconnect the ETC and automatically allow the throttle
to be controlled by the mechanical linkage.

19.  However, in 2001, Toyota began manufacturing vehicles without the

mechanical linkage.
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