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20.  Also, as a result of an electronic ignition button being used rather than
a key-turned switch, no easy mechanical means exist to turn off the engine in case of
an unintended acceleration.

21.  Consequently, no mechanical or electronic safety mechanisms exist to
allow the driver of Toyota vehicles to stop or slow the car during an unintended
acceleration.

22.  On September 29, 2009, Toyota disclosed on its web-site that it was
investigating the “potential for an accelerator pedal to get stuck in the full open
position due to an unsecured or incompatible driver’s floor mat.” This unintended
acceleration issue effected certain makes and models of Toyota vehicles.

23.  OnNovember2,2009, Toyotaissued a pressrelease disclosing a “future
voluntary recall” related to floor mats that interfere with accelerator pedals. Toyota
claimed that it had not yet developed a remedy, but was advising owners to remove
the driver’s side floor mat as a temporary measure. Toyota also mailed letters to
affected owners notifying them of the issue.

24.  The recall affected millions of Toyota vehicles.

25.  OnNovember6,2009, Toyotaresponded to media reports that suggested
that the unintended acceleration was caused by a glitch in the “electronic engine
management system” rather than floor mats. Toyota’s press release claimed that
removal of floor mats was only a temporary measure, and that further repairs would
be needed once a remedy was available.

26.  Consequently, vehicle owners were placed in the untenable position of
driving dangerously defective cars until a future remedy was implemented.

27.  Infact, according to a November 8, 2009, articled published by the Los
Angeles Times, many instances of unwanted acceleration were reported, Toyota was

aware of these reports, and Toyota withheld certain consumer complaints about
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